cuss, in voices they couldn't fail to hear, the appearance
and character of the golfers.
"Look at Mrs Astley," you would catch. "Did you
ever see such a stance ? She looks as if she thought she
were driving piles."
"That's because of her weak legs, you know. Vari-
cose veins, dear. She told me so herself/'
"I always say Mrs Richardson would look almost
human if she didn't wear those awful shorts. -Why
can't someone tell her ? They make her bulge so."
"Oh dear, you do make me laugh. I did ask Jack
to say something tactful to her Algie about it the other
day. I expect he hadn't the courage to pass it on,
though."
"They tell me Mrs Graves has been married three
times. I wonder why ?"
"I can't think why Mrs Cartwright wants to make
an exhibition of herself in that salmon-pink jumper
with her figure. Now I could have found her some-
thing that would have suited her, and cheaper too. Of
course, my secret is that I buy direct from an English
wholesaler. You mightn't believe it, but I was looking
at my books yesterday, and I found......"
This of course was Mrs Roster* By the time she
had finished explaining the accounts of her shop, Mrs
Richardson's shorts had come up for judgment again.
"They say she drinks too,"
"Well, I hadn't heard that, but people have been
talking a lot about her going about with that Spencer
man. They say......"
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